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END OF OPACITY Commission
over the years faced charges of
absence of transparency in system

Chary Sudan Kasturi
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NEW DELHI: Thousands of stu-
dents, researchers and varsity
teachers across India may soon
be able to apply online for
University Grants Commission
(UGC) scholarships and track
their applications at the click of
amouse.

The UGC plans to introduce
online application and tracking
mechanisms for all scholarships,
fellowships, awards and grants
ina move that could stymie erit-
ieism over a lack of trans-
parency top sources said.

Acting chairman Ved
Prakash is keen on the initia-

* tive, which follows close on the
heels of the UGC’s decision to
provide those selected through
the National Eligibility Test
(NET) electronie certificates
within six days of the announce-
ment of results,

Thousands of students,
teachers and researchers —
apart from educational institu-
tions — who apply to the UGC
each year for financial support
at present have no clear mech-
anism to track applications.

This has often led to com-
plaints that touts or middlemen
use this opacity to fast-track
select applications in exchange
for bribe. These allegations
have played a key role in
damaging the UGC's reputation,

senior commission officials

e
“One of the biggest criticisms
of the UGC over the years has
been a perceived absence of
transparency. These moves
could help counter that per-
ception and help create a new
image for the UGC,” a senior

ONAGENDA

» THE PLAN Atlow students,
researchers, teachers and insti-
tutions te apply online for UGC
scholarships, awards, grants
and track applications online

» THE PROBLEM No trans-
parency in processing of appli-
cations UGC receives at present
» WHAT DID THIS LEAD TO
Frequent allegations that or mid-
dle-men would approach appli-
cants with offers of fast-tracking
thelr applications in exchange
for a bribe. # appeared to work
too, In some cases

= WHO DI THIS HIT
Applicants, and UGC image.

government official said.

The UGC, India’s apex high-
er education regulator, offers
scholarships at various stages
of higher education to single
girls, students belonging to the
scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes, and minorities.

1t also offers 20 different
schemes under which universi-
ties can seek fund support apart
from an additional two pro-
grammes meant for colleges.
The UGC offers three financial
assistance schemes for univer-
sity departments.

It also offers six grant and fel-
lowship schemes for individual
faculty =~ members  and
researchers.

The commission is at pres-
ent running a limited, pilot pro-
gramme, allowing researchers
and faculty members to track
their applications for a travel
grant that the UGC offers to
facilitate visits abroad for con-
ferences.
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Athumb-sized PC for school kids:
A UK game developer has createda
thumb-sized computer for school children
that will cost as little as $23. David Braben
has developed atiny computer based
around a USB stick called the Raspberry Pi.
With its USB port on one side and HDMI port
on the other, it canfunction asareal PC.
Having both those ports allows you to
connectakeyboard and monitor
respectively. Surprisingly, there's enough
room fora 700 MHz ARM11 processor, 128
MB of RAM and OpenGL graphics with
enough powerto display 1080p video.
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Rajasthan to kick
off free tutorials for
rural engg aspirants

RITURAJTIWARI

Jaipur

The Rajasthan government is
starting a free, online
pre-engineering tutorial from
May 15 for students in
the state’s remote rural areas
who can’t afford coaching
institutes,

The proposed 10-month pro-
gramme is slated to be the
country’'s largest, with over
7000 students from all over the
state together preparing for
entrance exams like IIT-JEE,
AIEEE and PET through video
conferencing.

Students will be required to
attend centres in their respec-
tive panchayats and district
councils. All thelearning cen-
tres have been connected
through satellite with the
main hub — Indira Gandhi
PanchayatrajSansthan in Jai-
pur — where the faculty will
deliver lectures in subjects
like mathematics, chemistry
andphysics.

The sessions will be spread

across 120 classes, and
students can clear their
doubtsonline.

“Every year, thousands of
students from Rajasthan clear
engineering entrance tests.
Butthereareveryfewfromru-
ral areas. This can be a game-
changer for them,” says RK
Verma, principal secretary,
state science and technology
department, the nodal agency
for this programme.

The government is spending

Rs 80 lakh in the first phase of
this programme, said Verma,
adding from next year, the ses-
sions will begin from April 1.
Students securing 50% marks
inmathematics stream are elij-
gible for this programme. The
stategovernment willconduct
afeedback session every three
months to improve the teach-
ingmethodology.

“If things move in the right
direction, more students from
villages will be able to make it
to engineering colleges,” says
RP Yadav, vice chancellor, Ra-
jasthan Technical University,
which conducts engineering
courses inthe state.

The government-run coach-
ingclass, however, willnotbea
threat to the booming coach-
ingbusiness in Kota.

While the government is tar-
geting students from remote
villages, Kota's coaching in-
stitutesattract aspirants from
urban centres. Kota’s coach-
ing institutes together corner
around 25% of the total IIT-
JEE seats.

However, highfees and living
costsdeprive rural students of
good coaching and guidance
needed for cracking exams
likethe IIT-JEE.

“It’s a good initiative. If the
state government approaches
us for any support, we will be
happy tooffer it. Success, how-
ever, will depend on the quali-
ty of faculty and execution,”
says Career Point CMD and
CEQO Pramod Maheshwari.
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DU Vice-Chancellor talks about issues that have become a hone
of contention between teachers and varsity administration

VATSALA SHRANGI
vatsala.shrangi@mid-day.com

FOR some time now, Delhi
University has been witnessing
a series of protests on issues
varying from implementation
of semester system to decen-
tralising of admission process
both by the teachers and the
students, The Vice- Chancellor
of the University, Prof Dinesh
Singh, tells MiD DAY how these
decisions are apparently meant
for the welfare of the students
and the protests against them
are a sheer waste of time.

Why this sudden decision
to decentralise the whole
admission process in the
university?

The decision has been taken
keeping in mind the welfare of
the students and the university
on the whole. 1 don't know,
and it does not matter, if it
interests everyone or not.
What is certain, however, is
that it is the best step we have
taken to make the admission
process simpler and less cum-
bersome. The decentralised
system with no pre-admission
forms is going to make it less
difficult for the students to
apply for the admissions. Also,
for the first time, the universi-
ty has made the forms
available online too from this
year, which is a step ahead.

Will the new" system
ensure admission for
every aspiring student?

Well, it's difficult to say if
everyone applying will get a
seat as this was not the case
even when the system was
centralised. Every college has
fixed number of seats and as
we have already decided, there
will be five cut-off lists this
time instead of three earlier. It
is a fair system and all the
deserving ones will get their
due. We cannot solve each and

t

ALLIS WELL: The Vice-Chancellor of Delhi University, Prof Dinesh Singh. ALE Pic
everyone’s problems.

How doyou plan to accom-
modate the increasing
number of students with
limited number of hostels?
There shouldn't be any prob-
lems with accommodation this
year. There are a few adjust-
ments that have to be made
every year. Apart from that,
two hostels for girls with a
capacity of thousand students
each are under construction
and they would be ready any-
time before the session begins.

Why has admission under
sports category been
exempted from the decen-
tralised admission
system? The sports infra-
structure in the university
is in a shambles.

We are working on the sports
policy. It has not been left
out, it is under consideration.
The policy for Extra
Curricular Activities and
games should be out in 2-3
days. You should be ready for

it. As far as infrastructure in
concerned, first, there was no
sports Head for long. Now
that we have appointed a new
chairman, things will start
moving in the positive direc-
tion. The plan includes
improving upon the existing
training infrastructure.

The teachers have been
protesting for long against
the semester system and
have even defied the court
directives. What do you
have to say about this?

T am speechless about this. It’s
up to them what they want. All
these protests won't bring
about any drastic changes in
the system. They should con-
centrate on their work and
carry out their duties properly.
The students are suffering
because of these protests. A
new academic session has
begun and it is high time the
students start working for
their semester exams. It will
affect their future if they don't
perform well.
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